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The first day, ol she grea} lawsuit before the Eloctural
Commission was of such & pature that It is generally
believed bere to-night by lawyers and members of Cone
gress that a decision may be reached In the Florida
caso by next Wednesday or Thursday. AMr. Field made
the opening speech and showed ot some lengih that if
there wasany legal way by which a defrauded Stute could
right itself shat legal course hud been pursued in Florida.
Alluding to the fact that the Hayos Returning Board
had been subjected o motico of a sult In the Btate
courts before they acted, and had acted in defiance of
the wril of quo warranto, Mr. Tucker, who followed,
remarked that there was In the State the election lung.
tlon, the people, and the determining funetion, the
HReturoing Board, counting. Il the inttor set asido tho
fermer, such netion, he held, must be illegal and void,
otherwise no good could result from the voiing by the
people.
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office of Buker county at about six  o'cluck
in the eveniug, knowing that the clerk wos
pot  in the ol nnd knowing  also
that tho clerk had L:wlu the canvass ol ihe
voles. The wilness iestitlod thal ho and Judge Drige
gers tbhrow a the Johusvilie and Darbyville pre-
cincis becauss belleved that oune person had been
prevenied from voling.  Thal thev Lad no evidence
whatever before them of that lagi exeept the state-
ment of the party and an impression—ihio resalt of
rumor—that some (legal votes bad boen cast.

Mr. Field sald whal 1he wholt gquestion, so [ar as
concerns the Biaie of Florids, rests upon such stale-
ments o8 he hod read, aud the whole questicn of law
und fact p i to the co 15 whether or

& slatoment as 1 can make of the facis and the law am
wo understand them to-day. The greainess of the
question 1o respect Lo the dignity of the Presidential
affice aud the enormous inlorests depending upon 1Lare
as nothing compared with the morul clements involved,
True 1t 18 thal the person Lo whom you give your
decision will be given for for four run the Chief Mag-
u?.i:;o?ru.wn.m n;, pl ;:n u"n d ’-;.
L+ ol your ar and navy; the organ twren
and all foreign s:’m-. un'gn'mar of all oifices; the
fountain of honor sud power aud the execuior of your
law, But that 18 as nothiog pared with tha groat
question, whetber or not the Amerncan people stand
paweriess bolore u gigantie fraud, Here 18 this cer.

nol, In the face of such Slulements wa those, 4 paper
signed M. L. Stearns, certilying that certain porsons werns
olected Lo offico when thore (2 no truth (o the state-
menk, 18 Lo be recelved as binding upon this body,

He reviewed al some length the action of 1the Florida
Returnlng Hoard and of ex-Guvernor Stearna, and com-
Flm“ the people cf Florida [or the pativnee and
orbearanoe which they tad displayed 1o the emer-

goucy.
APPEAL TO THE COURTS,

They resorted, us all law-abiding citizens should re.
sort, to the couris of their Swie, and the courts de.
cided that the State Canvassers had no power, under
the laws of Florida, to throw oul soy voles; Lhak they
were bound w0 count every lawiul volte put inlo
tbe ballor box; thnt the Reoturning Board were
neliber electors nor judges otherwiso shan as 1o what
voles wers pul i ho Bupreme Court of Florida,
therelore, pronounced the actiou of whe Returning
Board tilegal, and Governor Drow took s Fllr.n, and
{8 nuw the lawiul snd sccepied Governor of the Stue
of Florida. LI there be apy mode kunown lo luw by
which a defrauded State can, through 1t eouris of
law, rigut sny wrongs whieh It muy suffer, 1hat maode
has been adopted in Florida,

THE VUTH POR FRESIDENT,

Referring ta the vole for President and Vice Pres-
dani, Mr. Field expluined that there wers thres cer.
titlgatea or rewurns irom that Stale—relurn Noo 1,
mude by the Hayes olectors uud bearing the certiticuto
of Stearns ns Governor; return No, 4, signed by
the Tilden electors, without the certiticate of the
Guvernor, but with u certificate of the Altorney Gon-
ernl (the unly disenting member of the Board of Cans
vassers) cerbilying that they were elected; snd return
No. 3, containlof the action uf the Siate authorities
subsequent to the frst twu returps for the purpute ot
reviewing and confirming (so (ar as 1L was poagible for
the Siate thereupon to do it) the second return, . We
are told that the certiticato (orwarded to Wasbington
with the signature of Governor stearns attnched 18 the
true cortiliente, and that, no watter what documoutary
evidenco muy be jound to invalidate that certiticute, it
still remnios binding, It 1% to thus stetement that Mr,
Field propused to devote the remuinder vl his remarks

FORCR OF A GUVERNOR'S CKRTIVICATE.

The form, sald be, 10 which the point 18 stated 18 ers
roncous, and should be made to read, “Cuan the eertill-
cute go bebind the truth and conceal 16¥"" There i
no preteoco that the true and lawlul vote of the State
of Florida was uot given for the Tildon electors, but the
sole pretext 18 tuat the truth cannot be proved as
against the certificate ol Governor Siearms; that the
triith 18 rolled up and concealed in that eoriiﬁmle. and
thut Congress, whother acling In separste houses or in
Juint bouse, cannot conslder any nct which is oerufled
by Stesros, You may usk, in the frat place, what
foundation that I8 Yoo wre told thak you are o tuke
that certificato aa conclugive evidence ngalust avery-
thing Lhat could be proved on the other side. By whut
rule of evidence, by what doétrine of law are you ue-
prived of the right to examine 1nto sho troth¥ 510
not a universal rule that every judge is Invested, ex
necessitale, with power to tuke all pertinent evidence
in respect to the lacts upon whict his Judgment 1s 1o
be pronounged, unless there bo somo positive lnw de-
cluring that ceriain ceruficates or other dogumentary
evidence shall be canclusive?

Show me, sald Mr, Fiuld, the positive law which
makes Lhe certificale ol Sioarns ovideuce ngainst the
truth. Where s it! Iv 18 not i1n tho eonstitution;
Lhat is certain, IL is not in tho laws of the Siate of
Florida; that I8 certaln, s 1t in any nct of Congress ¥
The only law I know of bearing on it s the law of 1702,
T d in the Revised Statutes, which states that

Mr, Kasson, who followed for the republicans, held
that thern were before the commission throe sets of
voles; one of theso was in overy respect In logal form,
having the certifieato ot the Governor; mnother had
only the certifionte of the Attoruey General, an officer
unknown In these proccedings, and the third was an ex-
poet facto affair nltogotlier. He could not see any rea-
son for fiesitating in such o case.

Mr. Thurman asked Mr. Kasson whether he
would hold that M four foderal offce-
koldors, Incapablo under tbe constitution to ba alect-
ors, held the governmeut certificates, and sent up tho
vole of tho State, tho commission would be pre-
cluded from inquiring into their siatus,

Mr. Kagzon reserved his reply, and afterward read a
slatement to the effect that he thought Congress mighe,
by law, provide for a judicial detormivation
of persomal or politieal disqualifientions, but
sould not interfore with the dischurge of the
logistative or minlsterial  duties. Mr, O'Conor
Is expected to Apeak to-morrow. Ho was in exeslient
spirits this evening, and said that he boelioved thas the
demoporats have un tncontrovertible case 1n Florida,
The question bow (ar the commission shall go inlo the
case in Lhis or any of the States |s tho one now really
in argument  Ou that very much will rest,

. Mr. Kasgon is said by his demoeratic opponcnts to
bave made a vory strong aod able argument to-day.

PROCEEDINGHY OF THE COMMISSION,
Wasmisgrox, Feb, 2, 1877,

The Electoral Commirsion met nt hall-past ten A, M.
Thoe presiding Justico stuted that the inguiry had been
made yesterday, **What /& the cuse?'' 1o which he
bad taken the liberty to respond tbat it consisted of
three certificates from the State of Florida, with the
pocompanying papera and the objections to the same.
Hewould now say that two ol the objectors on each
slde will boallowed tospoak Inthe openlogof tho
case, Thoso representing the objections to certificale
Ko 1 would first speak. e reminded them that the
fourth rule allows them two hours in which to state
the case, and argue in support of their objeclions,
Then two objectors npon the otber sido would speak,
sulject to the same rules and limitationa

Representative Fiero—I desire Lo inguoire whothor,
nlter the two cobjectors kave spoken for the other
side, wo sball pot be allowed the opportunity of re«
plymg?

The Presipivg Justick—The rules make no pro-
vison for any reply on tho part of the objectors. Ap-
plieation for further ime must be made to the com-
mission, the presiding Justico baving no diserclion in
the matter whatever, My view ol the matter 13 that
one ol the epunsel (or the objectors to certilients No, |
1 should open, and thpt one ot the counsel in favor of l
thnt certificdte and agrinst the chjectors should reply; |
angd then the other counsel supporting the objections
to certificate No. 1 will inve the floor,

Mr. Kassox romarked that whilo his side had no
objection to proceeding as far as the otjections to the
first certifleate were concerned this morning, his asso-
cito and himsell, finding moro questions involved in
the objections Lo that certifieate than [t was supposed
would be found, and not baving hiad an oppertunity to
examine them until this forencon, he thought 1t was

probable his side would be obliged o agk the Court for
gome litle time before proceeding,

Tue I'nasimxa Jusrick—The guggestion calls lor no
ruling. Counsel on betall of the uhjectors for ceruli-
cale No, 1 will proceed, [ shall for convenirnce desig-
nate the certilicates respectively Nos, 1, 2 and &

Heprosentative Fikrp—Belore proceediog, [ the
commission will &llow me, 1 woala refer to a prelim-
innry matter, 1 observe thatrule five speaks of tes-
thmony, Though I am 1 =omoe donbt about the course
ot pr Jing, Il evid 1% nd e I think it
enonld be stnted 1o the Court before beginmng Ihe
nrgument that we are preparsd to stale at tho bar, or
In aby muanuer the Ueart may Indicate, by depesition
or otnerwine, all that 1s necessary 1o prove the slicga-
tions tn our ohjections, We suppose that the papers
whieh are to be presented bero contain sulficient
evidence for all purposcs, but L ought (o state thas I
do not propoge to proceed with the asrgument under
the impression that we have no olher evidenes on
which we raly, aving, of vourse, the question whether
the evidence 18 competent or not. 1 wigh to gay that
we ean produce testimony here or anywhere, or in uny

“mannor that the commigsion mny lhlmll and giler to

the Executive of the State shall deliver to the electors
a cersificate that they nro the electors, but it does pot
siato that It shall be the truth. Suppose 1 offer wo
prove that the eertificato 18 wholly talse and fabricated
for the purpose of cheaung? ‘Toke ore ol tho oldest
and proudost of the States of this Union—tne State of
Massachiuselts—ol which my frienid Mr, Commiseioner
Abbott is s0 worthy a represenkative; suppose that
the honored Govercor of that Swate should becomo so

dobased apd lallen us to cersiy that in  the
recent  election  the  Tilden  electors had
recolved W majority of the vwotes of the

people of Mussachusets, Does any man mean to tell
me that you canuot prove thal certificate 1o be lalse?
Wiere Is the law to support such a siatemont? Nay,
more, If an uct of Congress had declared that that cer-
tiflcate should be conclusive that not would be uncon.
stitutional, and for Lhia reason the comstliution de-
clares or agserts that the porson having the nighest
nainber ol volesshall bo Lthe I'resldent, vot the person
declared to have tho bighest nuinber of votes. You
canuol, therefore, maunuluciure a ccrtificale to take
from iho person aetually baving ine highest number of
voles such rights as he |8 entitled to by those
voles, and if you were by an act ol Congress (v declare
Iu the most positive terms that tho certileate of the
Goveroor should be conclusive mgalost all prool you
would transcend the limits of the organic law. You
cannol say that the ceruilicates ol the Goveroor of Mas-
suchusetls, lor example, shonld override the voles ol
the electors ol Mussachusetts. You could not do wo if
Pu would, and | am sure you would not il you could,

he lnnguage of the net of Congress 15 Lol 50 sirong as
tho language of tho State law generally na to the can-
vasa ol votes

THE WIBCONAIN CARE,

Take the case ol Wisconsin, Thers a law of the
State bad declared that e State canvass eliould do-
termine, certify and declare the result ; should declare
who was Governor. A man gos into the offico of Gov.
erpor upon such a certificate declaring thiat ho was

leeted, A rival clab L bronght up the cuse upon n
writ ol que warranfo ; the frst purty bad his position
and ¢lains ndyocatod Br the nblest evunsel ot the State
ol Wisconsin, His argument was, “You cannol inquire
mio  the case, because the certificate ol tho
Hinte canvassers |8 conclumive.”  “No"  says
the court=in an opinlon which does them
fmmortal  horor, wnd  which  wili  remam
a living monument of patriotism Lo that Court aod its
Inflexivle determination ol purposo us long as the re-
port kball last. I'he title of the Governor depends upun
the voles of the peuple—upun those hitle ballots
piuced 1 the ballot boxez declaring the supreme will
of tho people. [t 15 not who shall be eertilied by a
bourd of canvassars, but who bave been voled lor by
the people. T'be Court dezlared that the clatmant wns
entitled to the office, and 1t cjected the usurping Gov-
ernor. What {8 thisa Commission 1o do? It
18t declars whother any and what votes are
voles provided by the coonstitution, not to declare
what ure those voles ceriiled by Governor Stearns,
You ure to certify what nre the lawful voies npon
whieh n Presudent ol forty-ivoe milbons ol peoplois
Lo be declured eleoted and to be Inducted 1nto office

THE WRIT OF QU0 WARKANTO,

Is it not Implied thata writ of guo warranfo to 1ty
the title ef the President of the Unlied Siatos 8
within the purview of the constitution ¥ Can auybody
doubt It? The constitution hus declared that the per-
son baviog the lLighost number of votes shall bo the

Presidest, not the person ecertifled to, It lins
not  invested apy  iribunal with  exelusive
power. No matler bow delermived by any predin-
nary suthority there still remans the right o enuct a
luw giving a right to the exercise of the writ of guo
warranfo, No such lnw oxinis, | am sorey 1o say, and
11 might be permittod fo say 2o, it ought o exist, i
ought pot to say I‘u!rhlp!-«vbut 1 must say it in trathe—
thit it 1% no swall reprosch to our staiesnanship that
for 100 yeurs uo law hae been provided to meet the
omergeny with whiah woe are now brought fice to lace,
COMPLIMERT TO EENATOR MORTOX,

I know that one eminent wember of this comimission

{fhnnur Morton) has inhored assrdnously and zoulounly

o have such o law passed, nod of all the vtie w which |
he can ever lny claim tor respeet, | ain sure that that |
will o remombered Lerealtor to his honor, nod after |
the strugg.es ol the passing bour bave closed, when
the timo #hall have come whon men moy ook st his |
rave, they will not remiamber him by tue eoniests in
which ho wus engaged, but rathor that o the scrvieo
ol s country be labored, although hitherio upavails
1ngly, to achievo o bonelicent result.

Hot whether there bo a law eotithng to nwrit of
quo warranto, or not, 0 the case of n President, |
think all parties will agree that such a law wonld be
congtitutional, and if a law to provide for a weit of
e warrrapte would be eonstitutional, then iv would ba
congtitumonal lor nny oilier tnbusal sing o the
place of n igh tribunal under thut writ to investigate
ititle; that is to fuy, 1 F You can devolve that title opon
aay tribunal wnich you conld create, and you banve not
oreited any such tribupal  You are bere in the last
resort as the eourt (o determine 1L, Vou moust go o
those dutieg npd periorit those funations, and receive
that evidence which that eourt conid purform and ro-
cuive,

EFFRCY OF FRAU
Thero Is another cousiderntion as to why the trath
may be given i evideoce, aod that 8 that (Paad vite
ales all trapsnctlons. | will wol argne that the judg-

do 14 in prool 0! our case now, or at any other time,
or in any other mannor,

Judge Brnova—It seems 1o me that the rules which |
wo have adopted place the objectors o precisely the |
eame position A Lhat ol connsel who opetis . cike
bolore 1t s submitted 1o the jury. We propose
thit the objectors stnil um:ury exactly that posiion,
In thelr direet statement of their obgectons Thoy will
state what thietr objrctions are «nd how ey propose
1o support them. The uther questions will eome up |
alterward in rogard to the admmssibility of evidence,
und the othor coungel will reply.

Hepresenintive Fikno—That, of course, will be on-
tirely satisinctory to us

SPRECH OF MR FIKLD.

Mr, Figto then, on behall ol the oljectors, addressed
the commission. He sudi—

Mr. Prusiognt axn Gexiumiex or e Euectonran
Coxurssiox :—I will be my audeavor in the statements
wiieh | make to set forth with as  much
concisoness us [ may tbe feets  which we
Qxpoat 10 nwro apd the propositious which we expect
tu entablish. The powerdevolved by the federal con-
sutution upon the Sintes ol this Union was in the
Htate of Florida exercised by the electors ol the Stats
directly uppointod by the qualified voters of the State
at the general election.  That election was held on the
Tth day of November, 1850 It was quiet and orderly
#0 [ar as wo are inlormed tirougbhons the Stute, and it
remained only 1o guther Mie returny of the voles, The
result ol the voling wiak & mujority 1o Invor of the
clectors whom, lor convenience only—ifor | would
riilier not lllll‘- of eandidatos or persons—I1 will dodig-
nate a8 tho “Tilden oleetors,”  Noverthaloss o cortifl-
cato comes here sigued by the then Governor of the
Etato certifying that the Hayes electors hid a majority
of votes 'v what sort of jogglery thint resnit wos wo-
complished | now take it apon mysell 1o explain,

HOW THE RETURNE WKKK CHANGED,

By the lnw ol the State of Flordh the connbien are
dividod into precincty sml the votes of the polling
procincts are rakurned 1o the connty clerk, where they
wroe eanvassed by certain officors, and thesa coanty
canvaEners cortlly to the State canvasenrs,

Mr. Fiold then read lrom bhe evwonce of Androw
A. Allen, Sherill ot Baker connty, Florida, to the
effcct that bo ana Judge Driggers wenk to the elerk's

the  fudge be  impeached - or  removed  you
| eunnot inguire it the  corraplion of Dl
ackk, 1 venture to say, however, toat there is oo

ment of o court ol eompeient Jorsaiciion can be i
peached collaternlly for iraud, 11l could be it would |
be agringl publie potiey, B wonbl be s seandad to - |
fuire mto the brivery or corruption of a judge while

Lhe Judge (8 sitting upoen the tenech, and, thereforn
from mives of pabile poliey, 1t may b troe tnatuniil

decament anywhere that you cannot impeach for Lo,
There 1o pou a -logie transaction that | have ever board
ol which should lemd us 1o the conclusion that you
cannol maguire Into the talsity or fdehiy and brath of |
i transaction, and 1 pat itote the Court that, e
pendent of the question whether if a Judge Wore tilse
tuken snd it bo sbhown that, neting 16 the exerdise ol |
his judgment, nod from a deaire to do justice, ho liad
erroneously sertilled a thing ta be true (which | havo
no doabit yon conld toquire intol, 1 #ubmit that il yon
shiow that bo corruptly acted and that ie was bribed
of led astray by hin hunger flor ofliee or thirst for
power (nol less than by a «thirst for goid)
you can impench Lis acin
WHO 18 BTRARNS T

Who s ho whone acis wa are asking to lmpeach ®
It ia the then Goveroor of Fiorioe, M, L. stearns,
Stearns 18 the man who senta telegram asking, “On
whas grounds cun wo throw out votes *'' amd wheo res
eefved for answer, “*Frand and wtandation, ' or
comething oise. Hloaros s the man who sontrollol
those puppois of the chnvassing boand, who wers to
deeids whelher or not ho was W exercise the oflles of
Governor for the next term, 18 1L a correst proposition
of law that you eanpot ioguire whether that man Lins
scted trandulentiy ¥ 1 it be true that the cortiflentes
cannot be gone behind then 1L s equully troe wiother
there was un alection or nok  Sappose | prove or ofler
Lo prove that on the Sih day of November last thers
was no election whalever in thie Swte of Florida and
thist no man voled of cust o ballot und yat the cortit-
ente shoull oome hore signsa M. 1, Stoarns, " could
you say (bat thut AhoWSE thal thoso four men wers
elected at that slechion ¥ To that complexion must
I ecomn at last, Thore I8 vu middle ground. [ you
enn tnquire injo the trath of tyat eortificate, you cun
inquire into every fact in relation te i Sach Mr
Presicent, and geutlemen of she commisaion, (s as brief

.ente Noo 1,

[boldiog ib alof in his hdnd).  One feels wlimost
reluciant to lonoh 11, Mold 1t.up to tbhe light i le
biack with erime. Pass It aronnd; let every man see
it, and then tell mo whetber or pol thuat certilicate
gived o title to an office conirary 1o truth, ak wWo can
prove it, Une o! the greatest poets of the palmiest
days of Engiish literasure, writing of the coming of
the Suviour, sald.—
“Aud ancient fraud shall fall,
Returnlug justice L% alof her scale.”

Anclept lrand ! Waa thero ever fraud like this? In
all previous nges Iraud bas suceceedod ounly bocause it
bian becu backed by the sword, and protesilng penpes
Lave been powerleas 10 reslst tho lorce of armed bat-
tallons.  Never belore now, in the hisiory ol the
world, has a frand  succeeded aguinst the conscicuce
and the will of & sell-governing rnm.. If 1t succords
now let us covor our faces with #hame Lot us lake
dowu the siatue on the dome of the Capitol. which
every worning (nces tbe coming lght.  Let us clothe
ourselves in saokeloth and sit in astes lorever,

HIPEECE OF MR TUGKEN,

Ur Tvexen fullowed Mr. Fiold, The objections, he
#uid, which are made by the membors of the iwo
houses ot Congress to the counting of the electors who
voted for Messrs. Hayes and Whee.or are (0 be lound
printed this worning i dhe lorm to whieh 1 eall she
utlention of the Commiksion.

The tirst objection 1s that the smid Pleree and others
were pul appolnted by eatd State of Florida In soch
muanner as It Logislature had directed,

The second 14 tbat the said Wilkinson Call and others,
the Tilden eloglors, were appointed by the sald Stule
in such wanper us the Legislature had directed,

The third in that the qualiied electors of the said
Blate, in manner a8 15 provided by the luw of Florida,
did elect Wilkingon Call and otbers, she Tiloen elecior

The fourth 18 that the pretended cervificate, or paper
purporting to be sueh, signod by Stoarns as Governor
ol thut Siate, of the appoiutment of Plerce ana othors
was and 18 in el respects unirue, and was corrupily
procured and made lo purssanecs ol 4 censpiracy be-
tweon the said Stearns, Pierce and _others Lo set up
lotitious and woreal vowes for Promdent and Viee
Prosivent.

Tho Gnh is that the sald papers, fulsely purporting
to bo tho voles for President and Vieo Prosident of the
Stute of Floriua, are fictitiona and unresl, and do not
proporly ropresent auy votes or law(ul acts, and wera
made out and executed in purkuance of said Iraudulent
conspiraoy,

Tho wixth sets outat length what 1 will state sus-
cinotly, that by o guo warrasto 1o & procecding
Initinted prior Lo the vute givon for Hayes and Wheoler
by thoso pretended electors on the §ih day ol Doeen.
ber, and which resulted in an adjournment b the 25h
or 20Lh of January, their election aod their title 1o the
oflicos of the Stute of Florida was doclared utterly nuil
and vold, and that they were usurpers and pretendors
Lo the said ofors, 1o that case of quo warranto the
partics wero Lho State ol Florida ox rel. wilkinson Gall
und other# (the Tiden eleotors) nguinst the Hayes
clectors, Theao are the objections muade, and iboy
may ba summarized thus —

Wao objoct o those votes being counted, Lbcause we auy
these men wers not alocted aceordiug 1o the lnw of Florlda,
wnil not being so alegted oan have o titls to the oftice,

Mecon!—We hold that, even If they had hoen elocted ac-
gording to the forms of the law of Florida, sheir election
wos tainted and Is void, .

The wholo question presented to this tribnoal is o
question presented to the two houses o! Congress and
which they bave substituted this wribunal fu ther
alend 1o decide, 1t 8 simply this—Is there any power
in the copstitutlon under which we live by which
fruud can be provenled on the I'resideccy ! Must a man
whom everyoody knows to be a usurper, be rro-
nounced by the two bouses of Congress or whiis tribu-
pal in thelr gtead, to bave a right 1o that office to
which lLie has no right¥ Sball the two houses of Con-
grese—the Unel guards app 1 by the consiiva-
tion ugninst usurpation of this bLigh oﬁu—ahall this
tribunal, the substitete for this soutinel guard, permit
fraud to crawl with slimy trull into the Executivo seal
whence it may spring lrom its coll und sting with lau‘.
fang the lite blood of the greatost Republie in the
world? 1s the flat of o returning board, tainted with
Irana and based upon lawl , 1o Iude the
judgment of the American people 1o puttiog o usurper
Into the seat of Washingion ¢

Mr Tueker continued ot somo longtn. He aliuded
L0 the quo warranto of the State of Fioridn ex rel Wil-
Kinson, Call und others, aod to the deewsion of the
Hupreme Court of the State of Florida in that State,
The decision of the Court ho argued to be snstuined by
aathorities, citing among other authoritles High on
Extraordionry Remedics, seetion 760, The Relurning
Board he regarded ss mercly one step in the path way by
which promulgations of elentiona were made. The flnul
determinant authority (it he were allowed to make a
word for the vecusion) was thedupreme Court, Thore-
fore, unicss the primary determinant authoriby—vis.,
the Board—is conclusive not only Ju its action but
alsy as to the extent of Ila powers, then we must
rogard the proceeding in Florida upon the action of
theso electors ns & part of that determinant power
which the State bus provided against fraud and ille-
gahty in the exercise ol the olective lunchion.

THE REPUBLICAN BIDK,

When Mr. Tucker had completed his remarks Mr.
Kusgon snid on consultation he thought It due to the
fnterests representod by himsell and Ar. MeCrary that
be sbould ask (urther time to examine the voriiiicales
whieh are all Involved 1n these objections.  He askod
It apecially upon this ground, that instead of the cer-
tillcated aud pupers to whish the objections apply ap-
pearing 14 priot 1o the Record this morning, ox was ex-
pocted, they had not nppesred, and ne bad no access 1o
them until counsel on the other side in their
prinied documonts had placed thom before him. In
wddition to what, the magnitude of the questiops pre-

! by the arg ts of Messrs, Field and Tucker
were o why he Id pt to ald the com-

instead, a8 suzgesied by the first objector, Mr. Field,
we do pot on this sidg agree with tho views pre-
#ented by bim with respoct to she fueke  For exsmpie,
when ho relers to Buker covnty, 1 not only Gissont from
lis views ol b lacks as ot record in thab case, but |
#uy that if you go juto that question of Baker county,
ood f that iuol,l:hleh he alleged 10 be true—Ilo wit,
that somebody luughed, on a proposition being wade
tu canvass those volor—we shatl paturally ask that
fuusﬂ o Jackson county, where, under other polit-
cal domioation, there were rejocted 271 votes given
for the other enndidate, snd that poll, wo certatnly
claim, was entirely vitlated by thet rgection. | shiouid
ask you Lo go into anosher county where yom would
Gud that 8 radroad wrein, full  of passengers
stopped on i l?‘“l“ through the county, and the
‘passengers gol off and voled the ticket supported by
my friend, who makes (be allegution about (raud in
Buker county, | sbonld ask you o go iote other
eounties, wiere you would fad ihe poll witlated Ly
this stulling of ballot boxes, We fnriber answer tho
allegation that these things have not beon dented by
us by statiog that we propese to show that thero was
Euch o cuse of fraud o the inciprency of thal vole as
would sslonish ool omly this Cominmssion but the
wholg eountry by s presentation. | unite with
my friends ln condewniog fraud whorever It exista,
It should vitiate, not only the poll, but the ackion of
overy human bejig who participates in (L. We are
not here Lo delend fraud. We are hero, however, 10
Bay not only Wt tho allegation mude on the other
Bldo 18 not correct, but that the very next step i the
examinalion ol the question conlrouls you with some
ot the grossest onses of violation of popular rights
that have ever been heard ol inthe history of this
country. [l we are Lo seek out fraud let s go to
the bottom of | Lot us go wbere that traud 8 found
In such degree and jo sueh jorce a8 to penetrate the
vory foundation of the popular sovercigniy of this
country, und Lo lead every patriol to cousider whothor
the highest duty of legisiators is nok first to put (hele
guard where alone traud i« essentially 1o be leared, bo.
cansa it is furtier removed (rom tho sight ot the generul
publie,  But I leave that question out, 1 do not believe
that this Comm ssion, by the constitution or law, wan
ever intended or bas the power 1o go to the extont that
would be required to probe these muotual allegations on
both eldes to the bottom, [ iind also thar our hunor-
able Iriends on the other side bave been misled by the
Jutietal atmosphiere of this hall, consecrated usuafly 10
the jurisdietion ol o Jjudicisl court, und wvoder
the influence of these columns and the assoclations of
this room they have nddressed you, houerable gentle-
nen ol this gommission, as i you were & court vested
witl tho power Lo try causes, vest=d with the powers
of & suborvinale gourt in procomiiogs by a wril ol guo
warranto, vesied with the determination of the nghus
of holding offiee, and they have preseuled to you Iﬁm\o
questions upon which 1t I8 absolutely necessary to
come Lo a decislon =

First—Is thin Commision & general eanvaasing bo
:’I“hl Illn;vor to recanvass the publie vote ol the State o

Pl

Secomi=ls this Comminfon & natlonal court of appeal
from the =tare Canvassing Board !

Thivd—1n this Commiselon a {mlirlnl court ol appenl from
the state Clirenit Court of Flovida in procesdings by o weit
al quo warennto F

The gentlemen on the other side affirm that your
Jurisdicsion wis coexinnsive with that of o court in
proceedivg by guo searranto; and 1 add tho tact, In
regponse to the lacis alicged on the other sule, which
have tho dectston ol this subordinate court, Judgs
White's Court in Floritn, ns the flpal detormination ot
that quedtion of quo warranio, thak wo aro injormed
and ko claim the laot to be, thab 1L 1% wew pending oa
an appeal 1o the Buprems Court of the siate ol Florida,
atler a regular app ol lrom tho Circuit Court altor tho
procecdings ol quo vrrantn,

THE COMMISSION A CANVASSING BOARD,

Now the allrmative of all \hese propositions |8 laken
by our oppovents, They do aflirm that you aro & cans
vassing buard, with power o recanvass the vote of
Florida cast by the people. They do allivm that you
are nob merely o canvasmng boardl, but a natioual
court ef appeal lrom the netun of the Canvassing
Bourd, They do aflirm that you are & eourt so Judicial
that from the action of the Stawe Cireoit Court of
Florida you can take jurisdiction in reviewing their
nction. They do aflirm that there 18 no limit 1o

our power Lo investigate into the honesty and

ntegrity of the setion of the Canvassing Board of
Florida and detormimng 1t originaily with the powers
of n court to whom the certiticate ol eleotion shoulu
buve been given. Now this represonts the legal posi-
tion of our oppononts, 1 nsk, therelore, what are tle
P ol thia lon? 1 need not remivd tho
honorable goutlomen composing Ib that the assump.
tion of those powera implies that wo are o
bave mno election of o President and  Vieo
President ioside tne lengih of timo limited for thas
purpose.  You canool say (0 thoso gontlemon, **\We
will go behiud the regular certiflcates provided by the
constitution and luws Just #o far as to lud whetlior
what you allego 1o be Iraud is or 18 not fraud.” Wo
must, 1f we go bebind them, go where all traud (s
megerted 10 be. It s tho  popular  vote
Lthat  those gentlemen  say  you will  poviow,
Where  did this  commission gel s power
from * By theuct orgntiziag the eommission you are
vosted with the right Lo consider just 80 much of s
case u8 Cougress mwight congyder. Lot mo ask, then,
what ia that, in order to clear our hands [rom what
within the gt two or three years has grown to bon
most dangerous aspoct ol the rights ol States and
people—viz, an sssertion of the uohmited powor over
all things aud all questions having o national aspeet ol
tho two bodies comprisfog the Coogress of the United
Stuted.  No such thing was intended by the gonstiin.
tion, The samo power which under the constitytion
Justifien Congress 1o suying that the counting shall be
done by this commission would have justlled thom
In saying that the counting should bedone by the Prusi-
dent of the Senate. Admitting thut Congress has Lho
power 80 wo arrange I, we must gulde ourselves by the
same principles of justil that you yourselvos
would assert, pacrounded by tho snuple power of the
constitution, I the President ul the Senuto alone shonld
count the votes. 11 tho constitution had sald, *and
the vote shall then bo counted by him," the wame re.
sult would have been reached. If, instead ol by
bim,' you use the two words *‘by Congross,® vou uo
oot 1mprove the matter ut al, Whatever Congross
hua to do, that |8 to bo dove by the President ol the
Senato or by Lthe two houses of Congreas, 1f yYou main-
tain that the President of the Ssnate ahould count the
votes; that be hus the right 10 send out commissioners
10 take dopasitions, to seek evidence, Lo recanviss tho

misgion more than could be dome by pr ding Im-
medintely with his remarks.

Several members of (e commission expressing thelr
unwilllngness to permis any delay which 1t wos possi-
bie to avoid, Mr. Kasson concluded that ho would pro-
ceed alter o short rocess.

The commigsion then at ene o*clock took n recess unti]
three o'clock, when Mr. Kasson proceeded with his
speoch as lollows:—

APERCI OF MR, KASHON,

Mie. PRESIDEXT AND GENTLENEN oF TUE Evscronarn
CommismioN—In what I bave to say 1 sball be mindiul
of ihe logends ol that bonorable court which usuaily
occupies the bench now oecupiod by this eommittec,
1t 18 said of Chiel Justieo Marshall that after listening
for w day and far into the second day to u young coun-
sellor who bad by that Himwe oply passed Coke upon
Littleton and Winckstone and got down to “Kont's
Commentaries, ' the Chief Justice remiuded b that
It must be presomed that the Supreme Court of the
United States was stsell parttally «ognizant of the law,
undd hie might be abie to abbreyiate lus argument. In that
wulrit to-day 1 shall endeavor, a8 brieily as possible, 1o
bring wur part ol the esso from those allogations nnd
ereaments which have Leen presonted and wnich do
not seoln to us pertinent Lo the ¢onsderation of the
commission.  Wial s the cago botore ua?

First—A certileate comes to Congress as required
by the constitution and Jaws of the United States, in
confarmity to the statntes of the State of Florida, cer-
titying the elegioral vote of one of 1hose States, which
my bonorable riend who [ast spoke (Mr, Tucker) was
pieaned to eall “sovereign States'' of this Umon. That
ceruficiate s irst opened and read.  There I8 a second
eortificate opened in the joint meeting of the two
houscs of Congress, in whieh the persons signing the
gntue precede Lheir certification by a certifioate signed
by an oficer not recognizad by the aws of the United
#tates nor by tho statuies ol Floruda ns a cortiiying
officer, boing the Allorney General ol the State of
Florudn

Second—He cortifies that there 18 no provigion of the
law ot Florida wheroby tho result of anid returns van
bo cortified to the Execntive of said State; admitting
by thnk certificate, If it has any loroe at all, that he
adtion 1 without tho law and without any sapetion by
the statates of the Siate

Thivil—<Tho clectors certily to their own aetion, to
their own quabifications, and that they themselves no-
tifled the Governer of their election,

That 18 eertifieate No, & A certitieato of uncertify-
ing persons tn the viow of the law, State apd national
Thav certiflents was presented and opened.

There is o third ceruteste, sUll more exirsordinory,
#Ull more wantiog iu toe clements of verificatiun, nlso
domandivg consideration,  [L 18 certifled by an ofilver
] exmtence until the functions of offiee had been
(13 1 greal, A certificate whieh recites procecdings
in tribanals rabordinate snd superior to the Judiciary
oftho Stute; a certifleats which a eanyvassing board

Cmight, upder some gircumstanees, report to Siate

ollicers, but whieh hus pever boen sent to the Con-
kress of the United States or 1o the Frosident of the

| Sennte during the hundreed years In which woe have

been w Reputite,  The proceedings in the coort reeited
I it wre ail subrequent, 1o that time, which, hy the
constitution and liws of the Fnited States, 1s the Lime
fxed for the pariormanees of judielul functions.  Those
two certificates nre wanting in all the elements of the
enustitutional and legal walulity which should give
them a placa belore thig conitiisslon in the eondition
fu whien the laws of Lo country now arg, o i % hiok
the laws of the State were on the Sth day of Decom-
ber, when these fanetlons wore exereised,  Furthor-
more, 1f cerifieate No, 115 a constitutionnl and  legal
expression o the var of the State of Floride, of course
that quescion bothg settisd in twvor of sertificate No, 1
vbvinten all neoossity for considering certificates Nos,
oandd A and 1 ought, perliaps, to a3 to the hunorible
commi=sten that 16 is lortupate they did not grant the
renuedt of the obijeclors to adjourn anul to-mosrow,
QThe pext mail might have brought te you cectifeato
No. 4 reiting new procecdings and now acsion bulore
the courts, and oo end would be found Lo the papers
that might be presented (o party or porsonal imtereat,
oK ertablishing n relPo-achivn Figol do exercising a lune.
tion 1 the Scate of Florda.

| stinll now cttelly coniine the argument to eertifls
3 bocwuse il the oljections o that
eertilieaie wra mvalid sed the corttiicate teelt is vl
thit boing recoguized dismissed oli consideration of
tho other certilivates, and we shull nscertiin what 1s tho
consthiutional amd legnl vore of the Stae of Florida,
The olyjvet ions to this certilicate uro substontially one—
iy, that thore wis o tradulent retarn, that e
Was Iradulently lesued, not by reasun of any thing which
appeats in the action of the gertifleasion, or preseni ing
ol the seriilicate, but hecanse of the action of the peo.
Plo.  And hienee 16 s that we have heard this morning,
ehiefly, instend of A constitutional and legal presenta-
Han ol the question, an argnment before Lhis commis.
BIOR W8 & Py ihon cout having enginal jursdieton lo
deternine Low, to deterniine [acts, tu doctde Fights hos
Iwaeen parties, Lo decido Sinte rights, Lo decide national
Fightsan wrgumont, | say, that somebody some-
Where hos naled Irnudolently, aud that the return han
becn viniatud,

THE FACTS AR TO BAKKR COUNTY,

It 1a not, however, wilhin the scops ol my purpose
to unawer gonerally the argument that ook most of
the time of the ohjertor who opened the cane, Mr.
Field, 1 must say, however, 1o this commssion Lhai

pop voule of Florida, o orgamize the whole ma-
chinery alike of the oxceutive canvasslog boards of
the State and of the judicial boards ol the Siate, 18

there n grotloman 10 this  Commission from
oitkor houss of Jopngress or on the  supreme
Heneh who would for &  moment  tolerste

soch power under tho simple language, **Sball count
the vote®' If not, then the not has given no adii-
tional power Lo filleen men outside of Lthe power which
by the like terms would have been conlerred upou one
man. Henco | say there (810 this law ne power o do
more than is neceesarily umplied o the words, “‘count
the vota, " .
WHAT “'COUNT THE VOTE'' MEANR

That belug so, we come Lo the next quegtion, What
does it mean?  And 18 the power of thut sort thas -
phes sometning not mimsterial ¥ With the barrow
vireuit of diseretion that belovgs w the ministerial
powar docs it, us geotlemen on the oiber side elaim,
give them anhmited power ol review ¥ 11k does, your
eonstitubion o ita very trumework and orgapzation 18
violated, The first three artlolex of the 1edern) eonstis
tutten relating to bo tunchions ol (his goveramont
made them legmlative, oxceutive and Jodicial, und
afiirm  posstively  that  the  judicial  funotions
are  vesied i 4 certaln bedy, namely, o
the Snpreme Court apd in inferior tribuuals; just us
leglslation 1s vested 1w the Congress ol Lbe United
Siates; Just ne exocutive power is vested 1n the Pres.
dent, The Hues are drawn in the constitution of your
cotfniry which tolls you that the mutpal powers of this
sovernment in tho toreo great powers shall not be
merged or mingled In o Airibuval enbier made up of the
three  or mate up of asy I1wo of the
three,  The  snlety of  our people  hangs
upun Ity the safory of our Stotes bacg upon i all
the elements ol patonal salely bang upon the obser-
vation of thut great otep in moders civillantion, groat
ns compared with the ancient, that akes trom one de-
pertment of government all dutlos excopt those pers
tainiug to ite prinoipal branch.  The elnim made on
the otlier side merges them, snd says that ¥ou are to
exeraisn Judicinl tunetions,  The alalm mode tha
mMorning malntaing that Your powers oro goexistent
with the powers of a aoturt o & Wit of guo worranto,
1 think it may be assuied that the langnpge of the act
ereaung this comingaion eoulers Wo man powers upon
1, orgunized as it 18 to tde over o difflewity sod ta do
thig monisterind act of counting the vole, 1 have
spoken ol the narrow cireuit of disoretion shat sur-
rotnds the ministerial act of counting, 1 beg o re-
vew the distiocuoen  that there 18 mo dillerenes
maie by atding  the words by  Congross’
at the end of o constitutional clanse, so that
It would read “shalt then be counted by Congross,' It
I Lho #arie as 1t the words wore added, “shali vhen be
counted by bim," meaning the Prosident ol tho Scp.
ate,  The essentinl of the phrase 18 the connt, What
I8 that parrow wirete? It 18 to ascertaln the eouul.
The rcertified votes wnder the constitution and inw
that ought to be counted, not 10 the sense cliimed,

| but I oa o mimsterial wense, Do they  apon uhele
Inte  eontain  ovidence ol (ragde=ol  error? s
certificate pomber two more regalar, more free

irom Irand, more worthy of being recoived than cer.
Hitcate prinber one ? 1¢ cortitieato number threo a bols
ter cortificate, or does ik boar groater ovidence ol an-
thontienty than the other? Il se, take ii; 1t ls an
Authentic certifieate or return.  Nelther Cougress uor
any othor power has the rigit to count Me popular
voles, for the conatitutien - says distinetly that it 1s
the clectoral vote which 18 to be eounted.  Are vou
10 revise the procecdings of all State  clections
and Suate Lribunals, appotated by State lawn, or are
you to count what I8 propecly eertilled and pregented
toyon? 11 it be otherwige, lot the constitntion ho
smended, and let it bo doetared by this tribunal to be
amended 8o that 1t shnll read ;—

FEneh Stute shall appolnt in
Lewisintnre thereol may direct w nomber of  electors,
subject to revislon by the Cengress of the United
=tates, which I have POWeT b arming  whetline
such electors have paciormed their fonctions 1o the satis
Inetion of sald Congress,

We are broughit inovitably to nn amendment th the
coustitution which sought to preserve absoiulely the
rights of the Sintes, which required every ballot
m wie  Presidential  election 1o be wcask  on
tho sume day, that they might be [reed Irom con-
truhied influence, Every momber of the Commission
knows the history of the adoption of this clause, and
yut we are orought perpetaally, | sy, 10 the question | —
shall we now go on und complete the atmorpion of the
abrolote mdependont right of the States Lo appoint the
olectors i their owen way, amd say that 1t (s sabject tn
tho two Houses ol Cougrers whetier they bave done o
whall do what s pecessary? The gentiemen ask, Ars wa
then to ko tho cortiticate of the Governor against the
trath? Ia thers reasom on the other wide why
it should pot be asked, Are we (o ko the certilioute
ol fifteen gentlemen agatnst the truth? There i8 baek
ol the necessity of public alfnirs an absolute necessity
1o have wome Hoel jurisdiction, in order thnt there
shall be somewhors suthority by whieh we stand, vven
it 1 be impesched ! Woere 1s the authoriy ¥ la it
here! Isitin vhe Siate Legisiature? 1 not, where
i 1e? 1 sabmit that for the purpones of this case on.
der the eountitution and Inwe that anthorily exists
whers the Hiate nauthority onds, and
thiat action eonlorms o Lhe #iatutes of the State and
of the United States, there is tho determination of the

snch manuer s the

resulh It bhus been said Lbay the courts had decidea

that if

| purporting to

fnally tnis quo warranio case In Plorida. Thers is no
evideneo ln the records of the Court that that lack 18

trae; 1 Lave read the decision, and o st
say there 4 pot ao  allusion 0 the lact
thit  the Cauvessing Board  acied rraudulentl

¥,
It was alloged that that action which had eomformed
10 the action of two yoars belore wan a misin retias
tion of the rights of tue Board. 1o 1he documents sub.
mitted » fow minutes sgu 10 the Commisaloners (bure
I8 a certain section of the law (o the language
of which | eall your atiention I is this: 11 any
such relurns shall be showu or shall appear 10 bo
trregular, false or traudnlont, and the Board shall -ba
unable to determine the true voie for apy such oillcer
or member, they shall #o cortity, and shali not inelude
snely return in therr determination or declarstion. "’

JUDGE MILLER'S VIEWS.

MR, CURLEY THRBOWS KOME LIOHT ON THE
DISPUTED LETTEN--HE DECLARES EHE HEARD
IT READ BY JUDGE BALLINGER LAST DECEMe
BER—HOW IT CAME TP,

New Yomx, Feb. 1, 1877,

To vur Ewror or Ton Hemaro:—
| bave seen and leard read s lolter from Judge

Miller on the politieal situation, which I suppose is the

That is tbhe statute by which the electipun was held
Fabruary 27, 1874, and was the law In [fores
ub the time of the canvass sod st Lbe dole of tho certi-
ficute of the aloctors nad al the day of the vole for the

electors and until the 1Tib of January, 1877, Thus i
will be seon ihat the Canvassing | Fiorida
wors Lo ipquire whether those rewurns ap 1o b

€0 fraudulent that the Board could nol count the volo
In exercisiug that lunction they not merely passod
upon the returys of the county eanvaes, bul upon the
certified retarus in preciucis,  The courts sald they
bl overstepped the lnw.

Mr. Kassox.—That ts only to say tbat the geptlemen
on e other sido wanted (0 5o mueh of their sotion us
suited their caso and wanted 1o rejeot the rest, The
Board npplied the rule and determined the result

It made comnges 1 counties both ways; 6 pul
back some republiean votes and some dem-
ccrabic  voles, | only mention 1t here  Dbe-

causo the printed proceedings dg vot mestion all
¥om|.s. Now we ocuome Lo canvass pumber three,

here you find thal, nol satiafiod with it at all, they
appointed & uew board of canvassers, From thatl new
board thoy rejectod the Altorney Geuneral of the Siate,
woose opinions bad been (a8 Lo the luw ol Lhe ease)
in many points ol the ecaovass with the republican
members of the board,  Tn epite of the Atterncy Geus
eral being made a member of the Roturning Board he |
uu‘;nt: out and the Treasurer of the State put in s
atend.

After pomo turther remarks with reforence to can.
viss No, 3, Mre Kassou continued (—Mr. Fioid Ern od
i nia nrgument to show wbe jugglery by which the
Hayes eleotora got their certiliestes. May | ask this
tribunnl 1F thero 8 & prima facis presumption for or
ugainst Irand, whoether |t exista ngalpst those ofcors
eloctad  betore froud  could  bave been contein-

pinted; agnlost a Board  that  neted at  the
wme  required by the Stale  low, agninst &
Board that neied al tue time reguired by Cou-

gre=sional Inw; aghinst a Board that acted In fgnoranes |
ol the resuls in other States? Or doos (hat presump- |
tion of frand exist sgainst men who Know the impors
tapeo of the chango ol the reWult 1 Florda; sgaust

men  who scled  with  the knowledge ol the
necessiLy of  the netion they  took 1o
nacomplish their rosull g against men

who were organized ns a new tribunal nud enacted a
new law to nccomplish that resalt? § there be traud,
It there be conspiruey na alleged, wisere doos toe pros
sumption of iaw under theso circumsinnces place ity
Inevitably 1t places it where tho motive of the net, tha
knowledgo  requisito 1o give molive effect and
the purposo . (o bo accomplisbhed wera all before
the c¢yes ol the persons participant In v Frawd
ennnot be so ]I'ﬂ.-mmuu. agninst parties thut not in con-
formity with law and in the discharge of n daty at the
tine required Ly law and inthe manper required by
Inw, as It can bo prosumed oagainst those who
did It outsldo ot the provisions of he law
and with o full kpowledge of the effest which
wounld ba prodoced by 1t My honorablo iriend
from Virginia (Mr. Tueker), In his argument, spoke of
the fact which was ansupported by any evidence, but
which, he sald, he could suppors by some evidenvo,

thut thers wus u bad motive and bLad conduct
on the part of (s Canvessing Board, OFf
that I bhave scen no  evidence whalover,

A TRID OF OLIGARCHS

But he went further and asked—Aro we to submit
this grent question of the supreme mugisiracy of the
United States to the determination ol a trio of oli-
gurehe in Florida? A trio of oligarchs! What shall [
gay ol the quartet of  oligarohs in  my
Hiate who oxercise _ corresponding
What shall 1 say of the  aguartel of quintet
of oligarchs that exwis In  every state almoss
ol tkia Umion, which 18 empowerad In & similar man-
uer and having provably the same rights a8 a canvass.
ing board ¥ Nay, more, | should like Lo ask my boo-
orable tniend what shall | say ol this svlo olgarch

s Urogon? ls  (here  any  signibeanca In
giving n namo ol Lthin Bort Lo "
tribupnl  that |8 actng  under and “becatse

of tho provision of tho conatitusion and laws of the
Unlted Siates aod of the State? [ answer that tho
question 1a, Wnere does the law put tho power to arrive
AL that determinntion 10 which netion 18 based ¥
Whether that be in oue gaw, in threo men or io five
men, the determination o primd facie avidenco and
can be vitlated only 1n  the ianner provided
by the laws of the local original jurisdiction,
as the case may he. The cnse in made whon it is
found to be 1n sccordance with the constitution and
law 1n timo, manner uud due certifieation of authon-
ticity. Cuu 1t be opset? Yes Where? the gentle-
man suggests. | anawer withio the jurisdiotion which
the laws provide for the determinution ol the right
Bul, says thoe gontleman, suppose no sueh pro-
viston ol  law i made? Then [ nunswer (hat
absence of autlrrity’ is no reason for a wsurpatiou
where that act has not in (18 support & scintilla of con-
stitumon or law, LI the allegation 18 true s slinply
shows tho necessily of lurther logislation whore
()

that legialation ought to  exist i be
not  true  the whole of e  argument hero
Indls to the groumk The constitution says

that we have very littio to do with thie matter of
elpoctions in a State, The history of the constitution
snows thot It was Intended that we should have very
littte 0 do  witn  the  determination. Wilh
guch mallers it gave us no authority to overthrow
State notion, and the alleged right 1o change a doly
cortified result gontaing within itsell the rigut without
mvestigation of the motive 1o deny to the Siates that
very right which the constitution took such extraor-
dinary pains (o confine exclusively within the prov.
ince ol the State,

The commission at five o'clock adjourned aatil balf
pagt ton Lo-moerrow morning.

AN EXTENSIVE BELGIAN FORGERY.

A FORGED MARRIAGE GIFT FOR FIVE HUNDRED
THOUSAND FRANCS—FLIGHT AND ARREST OF
THE FUGITIVES.

Tho observance of the extradition ireaty existing
hetween the Kingdom of Bolglum und the Uniied Statos
haus 1n $ts enforcement here overtsken two noted crim-
inale, fugitives from Belginm,

The Baron Ve Pasquicre d'Acossle, n woalthy nobla-
miun of Dothey, in Helglum, died n 1873, For some
time provious to ks doath among his domestics was
one Jeannette Damax, who, previous to the Baron's
death, was espoused to Joan Bapiiste lHenor
Vandervelpen.  Theso latter  porsonnges are the
pringipal  actois  In an actual  drama ol
He  which, in 18 main  femtures,  still
procisims that fnet Is stronger than flotlon. The
Belgian Baron above nomed wnd very woalihy, and
very much nttached, like all the old worthy barons
over rend of, 1o his retainers Living on (he ancestray
domain—more partiealarly was the Barow to J "

functions ¢ |«

ove toned by your New Oricans eorrespondens,
b my recoliections of Lthe Uime, place and eir.
cumstances of this letbor coineide very noarly with the
well told story in your 1ssuae of to-day.

THIS LETTER WAS X0 SECHRT—
at  Jeast 1 wbould Judge not—bocause W
was read to me by Judge Miller's irend and
relative, 1 the presence of others, and witbout tho
slightest intimation that it was to 0o considered as con.
fidential. 1 see neither hardship nor harm in publicity
ut the prescat time, and i my

CORROBORATIVE REOOLLECTIONS
are of moy value to your readers | bave no
tion In giving them.

I ain an suitbor, an extensive traveller, 1 have
jeng been conuecied with Kuglah journalism, and |
was in Galvesion o I ber last on business con.
nected with my prolession. While there | bad occa
slon to ¢all upon Culonel Jack, a gentleman of high
standing, formerly of the Confederate army, and now
a member of the law firm of Ballinger, Mott & Juck.
Telegraphic news wan thien fresh to baod lnforming us
in somo detall that Governor Grover, ol Orogom, bad
given a certilicate to

CROSIN AR PRESIDENTIAL ELECTOR
in the place of Walle, whom he had deelared Ineli
gible; that be had made Cronin the custodian of the
certifientes of the two other persons, whom he admit.
ted to bednly chopen; that the certiflicates of thelr
cleetion had been withhield from these persons, and
tnst Cronin, nesoming to judge their gonduct, had
declared  their places  vaeant, had lppn!niod
others in  (heir stead, and with these persons
had assnmed Lo cast the vole of Oregon, A lawyer
cailed in, congratulatod the gentlemen present on the
weloome news, suid that he thought the republicans
wero thereby chieckmated, and immediately withdrew,
1 had not yet formed a defluite opinion on the loga
and moral aspocts of tho whole contest. | had inter-
ests which would probably bo favored by the quiet
clection and insugoration of Tilden, butl found mt
oneo u decided opinion sdvorse to the domocrstic
olaims fn this Gregon esns, and, 1o accordanco with my
usual [(rankoess, | was notslow Lo glve it ullerance.
I therelore ook occaslon Lo express the decpest pain
and regret at the procoedings in Oregon, and Colonel
Juck said that the Governor had clearly acted in o
judicinl capacily in giviog the cortificate Lo Cronin,
apd ihat his action was undoubledly takon alter the

L

most  careful consideration of the legal ns-
pocts of the nguoestion, 1 lotimated grave doubig
whother Governor  Grover had  any  riegbt
to nesume  Judicinl lunetlona In  the case,

and continned by stating that, however this might be,
he eclearly had no right, directly or indirectly, on any
pretence whntever, to withhold certiicaten irom those
whom he admiited Lo be duly clected. The conversa-
tion beeame auimated, thoogh very friendly, and [
characterized in tho strongest terma what | consid.
ered the usurpation of Cronin in assuming Lo cast by
himself and instruments ol s choice the wholo elee.
toral vote of the State. My iInterloculor sdmitted
that the case was not morally delensible, ana ex.
pressed too strongest confidence that Mr, Tilden would
wvot think of profiting by it, excopting in ao lar as it
gave the democratic party

A UERTAIN STRAGETIC ADVAXTAGE
by compelling Lhe republicans te go behind the re
turps. | malntained the position that what is just and
right 1s always the truest oxpodioney, while the Colonel
argued that it 18 sometimen allowable to “*Bght the
devil with fire." At this point Judge Ballinger joined
vigorously in the discussion, and by way of strength-
ening the position thabthe party in power is veritably
a hydra-headed monsier,

A MULTITUDINOUS DEVIL,

In dealing with which one should not be too nice aboul
weapans, ho produced and read a letter, which, lie sand,
was from Judge Miller, of the Bupreme Court of tha
United States; and 16 seomed Lo mo that in no other
way could ho have presented hils caso so well. An
eminont Judge, woil known for his afliintions with the
ropublican party, caunot be supposed to visit it with
the geverest consuro trom long and deap seatod preju
dices or from hastily lorined opinious, and, therelora,
the vigorous and incisive language of the letter, witd
Its points well brotight oul in the reading, bad a mos
wiling ellect.

1 did nos charge my ¥ with the tonts of
the letter, lor the Eloctoral Commission was thea un.
thought of, and It has only lately become & matier ol
very special interest and imporiance.  Nevortheless,

I CANNOT BE MISTAKEN
a8 to 118 scope and gencral tewor, for iny recollections
are vivid und the circumalinnces as detailod above fore
bid noy Serions error in theso respects.
T BMINEST JURIST'S OPINIONA,

I remomber that tbo eminent writer alludes to
former differences of political opigien, and 1ntimates
that he is—at the time of writing—in full aceord with
his Texan correspondent on the grent political issue of
the day. He follows this up wilh severe siriclures on
the prevalling rottenness and corruption, and bhe
dwells on the misioriunes of the Boutl through the
long continued misrulo ul tho carpet-baggers and tholr
ignorspt and viclous allies. Ho ssseris that oodor
these elreumstaneed, 1 the desire for a change and
to better a condition which, i tuany respects, and
especially in some paris of the country, had become
well nigh intolerable, In the dne exercise ol shelr
rights as provided 1o the constitution and laws,

THE PEOFLE HAVE CHOARN TILDEN

Vandervelpan, sée Damas. Il he was not gho was des
terwsined to give bim eredit for an lmwmense amoout
of vifectlon for her. To placo the delunct Baron In
bis true hght, looking through Jeanette's eyes to an
admiring  world, regardloss of the Baron's rela-
tives' contemplation of the act, the husband
apd  wile, o the  worda of the complaint,
faigely, iraudoieutly, felonjounsly and wilk  ine
wot to delrand the estate of the Baron Do
Pasqutor  d'Acovssie, forged n  cortsin obligation
¢ g aot of the enld Baron, with which
1o dafrawd the estate of the sad Baron ; said obligation

for President, and that no sooner is this evident thas
8 eonspiracy 18 hatelied to iliwart the populsr will by
manipRiating nmd cooking tho returns (rom o sofllcient
pumbor ol down-trodden Southern Statos to revers
tho resnlt.  Iis severest epiitheis are reserved for the
oflicials in Loulsana. [ Lave barely indicated the gen.
ernl purport of the letter as 1 remember Ik,
For private correspondence Ib I8 a long  one,
{:ﬂ It bristies with punts concisely put, and its lan-
guage foreibly rominds me of some of the uktvrances of
thie eninent Eoglish Jurist Lord Chiel Justice Cock-

OF paper reprosenting 500,000 francs, made In favor of
the saud Jeannette [mas, and  reprosenting that the
wand sotn was 8 marriage gilt to bee,  Thas fraadulent
paper wis Jated ns tar back as 1862, though
clearly proven. (o bave been the act of the present
fugitives some time alter thoir marringe, sad shortly
beiore the Haron's deach, the order being made payabio |
after s death.  In tirtheranes of thelr scliems |
Vandervelpon and bis wite boldly caused their forged
obligation vo be recorasd i the ollice of the Clork of
o Uity of Brussels, ana subsequently produced the
snme in the heat ol ao action broaght by them belore
o eavil bribunal of Firat Instapee, siting in toe plae
of Justice at Namur, in the Kingdom of Belg .
ngainst the heirs and estate ol the doconsed Baron,
The cluimants were deloated (o the aivil setion, in the
prosecution of which the attempied framl was g0
trausparent thut the anthorites inatantly comuenced
erimitnl proceedings againgt thom; but they made thelr
efcape i bme and resched, withowt capiure, Lthe
United States lust July,
IN AMERTCA,

Thay landed at this port ayd st onee continued their
flight Westward,  They first balted st Chieagn, re-
matned there a short time, then moved further off
from the eities und dirent course of travel, Ianlllnf lor
another briel period st Marquette, i Molugan;  lrom
there to Sturgeot Bay, Wie, tnudly seitiing down
at Goshen, lod, Here Vandervelpen found {nvor,
it i sadd—like Jueob in the Lind of Pharoah—through
his wite, and things were going on prosporously witn
the togitives, Vamderveipen boing a good musiclen

and n much gemand among the  mosieal Goshe
eunites, The primeipal  citizen  thore s A Mr.
Maysmard, and  when  at last the Nomesis of

the law inexerably tpacked them to thelr rotrest, be

sparod 0o expenss in doiendiog them vu the profims

ary examnipativng necessury o Justily the suthoriiies
there to surrender them o the dotectives whom tho

Condert Brovhers, acting lor the Baolgan Consal hora,

had sent upon their track,  From the moment ol their
ihight IFoin Hrusse!a 1o their eaptare the lynx.eyed of.
ficors of the law wore 1o pursull, and, though some.
times hatlled and on the wrong irail, they unerringiy
returned to 4, with the resclt mentioned, Mush of
tho sueccess of the delectives wns due Lo Lhe prompinesa
with  which  United  Stuton  Commisnioner White,

spocially appoiuted ln exirndiilon proceedings, vesueid
the Docesgary warrant and papers necessary to identify
the parties with the offence charged aguwinst ihem,
When firse arrastod o habyas corpus wag procured by
their Irichds in Goshen, nnd they wers discharged,
but only for un instant.  Tho maudate of she Exeen.
tive, through the Secrotary ol the Hiate, was pro-
dueed, apd thers wan uo turther effort at parley or
defay. The fugivives, Vandervelpon and s wite, will
bo bronght up shix morniog lor examinution belure
Commissioner White,

CURLING

CONTEST,

[vy TELRGRAPE TO THER HERALD,]
Pirraron, Pa, Feb. 2, 1877,
The Ayrahire vo, Dumfricsshire curling maten played

hore to-day was won by the Jatter club by eloven
shote,  Mr, A M. Stewwrt, of New York, aoted as

|l umpire,

burn, who s probably beat known on this side of the

| Atlantie trom bis conbection with an august and high
¢ | trbunal that settlod at Genova ia & sonaible manper
| questions which, tmvolving as they did the friendly

rolntions of tho two great branches of the Eoglish
speaking race, wore searcely loss important than those
whitclh aro now in the hands of that special iribunal al
Washingion In whieh Judge Miller must necossarily
take rank as one of tho most Important maymbers,
Without attempting to do full Jastico to Judeo
Miller's lotter, I A plossed to ba thus uble 1o boar wit.
ness 1o the accdrney of your New Orloans correspon.
dent in essentinl facts, and I (rost that in its entirety
THE MIBSIVE WILL NK MaDR PUBLIC
| presume that the denials are of a diplomatie ehar,
acter, like the “*Not at bome' or “Very much en-
gagoed" of a gentloman somewhat loth to be loter-
viewed, but who will probably submit with a eood
grocs on a repetition of tho viait
EDWIN A, CURLEY.

AN ENGLISH MURDERER WANTED,

A communication ling been received by the Chiefl o
Polico of Brooklyn from the Chiofl Constable of Sheb
tield, England, stating that Charles eace, forty-sis
yoars of age, 18 wanted in that country o snswoer
chargo of murder. The lollowing deseription is given
of Biipi—*"A thin and shighily built man, lve lees fuur
or fve imches 10 bolgnl, gray (mearly white) bair,
beard and whiskors; bas lost one or more Angers irom
the loit hand, 18 moarked on the back of one or both
hands, and on the lorchead ; has IWu moles on right
stioulder, sears or marks ol injary on left leg below the
lowe; lett log shghuly erooked; walks with jogs rather
widuly apiry, and speaks somowlat ponumr‘lr. at
though his tohgue was tou large lor his mouth.' The
Euglish authurivies Lave reason bo suspect that Peace
" *urktng somewhore in Hrooklyn, and they wish ¢
dilignnt search made for him, A Coraner's jury, as ag
inquisition held in Sbefleld on December 8, 1878, ron.
dered a verdier ot wilfal murder ngainse the fagitiva
The sum of £100 (§400) has beon nl}_t;ml “tn- rowarg
for bis discoVery and approbendion, 1 nommanica
tion i signed :-; J J..-';En:!, Uhlet Constable, Shotlleld,
England, 1o whom a.| intormation should be soat, Do
tectives are engaged on the cose,

CAVAN ASSOCIATION BALL.

The Cavan Association, Owen Clark, President, com.
poscd of nutives of tho county Cavan, Ireland, or thei
sons, held (s snounl bail a0 Tammany Hall lnst even.
thg. | The linil was moorately fillod, aboat 100 vouples,
jed by the floor mupagor, Thomas G, Smnhh |:=
part in the nmmnf monade. Sheril Railly a
Civil Justics Camphell were among those present,
Daneing commonesd at eleven o'cluck, thirly danced
boing upon Lo programmae,
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